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Graphic Organizer Activity

Landmark Decisions

The Judicial Branch

The Supreme Court has handed down many decisions in its long history. Some of these
decisions have had a great impact on the lives of ordinary Americans. These decisions are
known as landmark decisions. Complete the graphic organizer with information con-

cerning the landmark cases noted.

Case

Date

Decision

Importance

Marbury v. Madison

Plessy v. Ferguson

Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka

Miranda v. Arizona
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Landmark Decisions

Graphic Organizer Activity
The Judicial Branch

The Supreme Court has handed down many decisions in its long history. Some of these
decisions have had a great impact on the lives of ordinary Americans. These decisions are
known as landmark decisions. Complete the graphic organizer with information con-

cerning the landmark cases noted.

Case Date Decision Importance

Marbury v. Madison 1803 Ruled the Judiciary This was the first
Act of 1789 time the Supreme
unconstitutional Court exercised the

power of judicial
review.

Plessy v. Ferguson 1896 Declared that “separate Resulted in legalized
but equal” facilities on (de jure) segregation
public transportation based on race.

did not violate the
Fourteenth
Amendment’s guaran-
tee of equal protection.

Brown v. Board of 1954 Reversed the Plessy Segregated schools

Education of Topeka decision and declared were no longer
that “separate but allowed.
equal” facilities were
“inherently unequal.”

Mirandav. Arizona 1966 Ruled that a citizen This ensures that
must be informed of his citizens are informed
or her rights when of their rights and as
being questioned by the a result their rights
police. will be protected.

The “Miranda
warnings” are
considered parts of
due process.
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