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17 Political Cartoons

UNDERSTANDING POLITICAL CARTOONS
Study the political cartoon and then answer the questions below.

1. The Eighteenth Amendment established Prohibition, which outlawed the sale of
alcoholic beverages. By the time of its passage, more than half of the states already
were “dry,” meaning the sales of alcoholic beverages were not legal in those states.
Why did the federal government become involved?

2. Why is both the public support for the Eighteenth Amendment and for Uncle Sam
slipping so quickly?

3. Can you think of other laws that are or have been difficult for the government to
enforce?

ACTIVITY
For one of the laws you mentioned in item 3 above, think of how the law could be
enforced, and write a paragraph describing this enforcement method. Be sure to suggest
possible penalties in your paragraph.
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